[Metamorphoses of relatives in clinical psychiatry].
Working in a clinical setting the psychiatrist experiences relatives of patients in varying situations. Our study describes the relative playing the role of the accompanying person, the role of the visitor, the role of the accused and the role of a group member. The distortions of perspective being an immanent danger of psychiatric therapeutic endeavour can also deform the three-cornered-relationship between physician, patient and relative. Deformation of this triangle can be avoided by the therapist critically reflecting the possible beneficial role of the relative for the course of the psychiatric illness.